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RENOWNED RESEARCHER DISCUSSES PLATE TECTONICS
MISSOULA-
Tanya Atwater, tectonics professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara, will 
discuss the tectonic evolution of western North America when she visits The University of 
Montana Tuesday, March 29.
Her lecture, “Plate Tectonic Evolution of Western North America,” will take place at 4 
p.m. in Science Complex Room 131 and features slides and computer animation. The event is 
free and open to the public.
Atwater has been instrumental in advancing the concept of plate tectonics and has spent 
the past several years developing computer animations to illustrate tectonic processes. 
Specifically, she is well known for her work on the plate tectonic history of western North 
America and the San Andreas fault system.
She was educated at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography and the University of California, Berkeley.
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